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people themselves; the whole nation will co-operate
with us in reforming institutions, the possibility
of altering which could never have been con-
templated if events had taken any other course;
and many causes will concur to introduce a more
wholesome state of morals, which, of all the
changes that can take place, is the one in which
the public welfare is most concerned.

There has been a time at which each of the
other branches of the public service has particu-
larly commanded attention. The commercial,
the political, the judicial, the revenue departments.,
have in turn been the subject of special consider-
ation ; and decisive steps have been taken to put.
them on a satisfactory footing. My object will
be sufficiently attained if I succeed in producing
a conviction that the time has arrived for taking
up the question of public instruction in the same
spirit, and with the same determination to employ
whatever means may be requisite for accomplishing
the object in view. The absence of any sensible
proof that increased taxation is attended with any
proportionate benefit to India, has long been ex-
tremely disheartening both to the natives and to
the European public officers serving in that coun-
ti*y.* The entire abolition of the transit duties,

* A large proportion of the luml in the Bengal and Ago Pre-
sidencies is held tax-free; hut, although nothing can be won*